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New airlines, new destinations among drivers of record-

breaking passenger growth in Columbus, Ohio 
 
COLUMBUS, Ohio – In 2019, more people flew through John Glenn Columbus International Airport 
(CMH) and the Rickenbacker Passenger Terminal (LCK) than in any previous year, breaking records 
for both airports with a combined 8.9 million passengers and a year-over-year increase of nearly six 
percent.  
 
“This marks the sixth consecutive year of passenger growth for CMH and LCK,” said Joe Nardone, 
President & CEO, Columbus Regional Airport Authority. “In the last two years, we experienced a 14 
percent upsurge in passenger traffic equaling 1.1 million people.” 
 
Factors driving these increases in passenger traffic over the last two years include: 

• Columbus Region growth 
• Two new airlines serving Columbus – Spirit and Alaska 
• New nonstop service to markets previously accessed only via connecting flights, such as 

Charleston, SC; Houston-Hobby, Salt Lake City, San Francisco, Sarasota and Seattle 
• More flights, and/or larger aircraft with more seats available for booking on long-standing, 

high-demand routes such as Chicago, Denver, Ft. Lauderdale, Los Angeles and Tampa 
 
“We appreciate our loyal passenger base, our supportive public and private partnerships, and all 
that our airlines are doing to meet the growing demand for nonstop flights from Ohio’s capital city,” 
said Nardone. 
 
Air Canada, Alaska, Allegiant, American, Delta, Frontier, Southwest, Spirit and United serve central 
Ohio travelers from Columbus with nearly 160 peak day departures to 47 destinations. Visit 
FlyColumbus.com to see everywhere you can fly nonstop from CMH and LCK. 
 
2019 passenger statistics 
 
Airport Passengers served Year-over-year growth 
John Glenn International (CMH)  8,637,108 6.1% 
Rickenbacker International (LCK)  308,780 0.5%+ 
CMH and LCK combined  8,945,888 5.9%+ 

 
Questions may be directed to Connie Tracy, Sr. Communications Specialist, 614-239-3322.  
 
 
Columbus Regional Airport Authority (CRAA) 
With its vision to connect Ohio with the world, the Columbus Regional Airport Authority oversees the 
strategic management and operation of passenger-focused John Glenn Columbus International 
Airport (CMH), cargo-focused Rickenbacker International Airport (LCK), general aviation airport 
Bolton Field (TZR), and related business segments. 
 
An independent economic impact study found that the three airports and business segments 
operated by the Columbus Regional Airport Authority generate nearly 59,000 jobs, $3.1 billion in 
annual payroll and $12.9 billion in total annual economic output. 
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