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Rickenbacker Airport facilitates shipment of Critical PPE Supplies from FEMA 

 

COLUMBUS, OH – The Columbus Regional Airport Authority (CRAA) and the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) confirmed that a shipment of personal protective equipment (PPE) 

arrived at CRAA’s Rickenbacker International Airport (LCK) around 6 a.m. on Thursday, April 2.  

 

“This morning’s shipment of critical medical supplies, during a time when they are needed most, 

illustrates the importance of keeping our airports open and operational during these challenging 

times,” said Joe Nardone, President & CEO of CRAA. “As a logistics hub, Rickenbacker offers a 

strategic advantage to quickly move goods where they are needed.” 

 

The shipment is part of a joint effort between FEMA and the U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services to connect private sector suppliers with healthcare end-users in response to the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis. Their Supply Chain Stabilization Task Force aims to source PPE, 

ventilators and other critical resources to meet demands around the country.  

 

The Rickenbacker shipment included 83 metric tons of supplies from Shanghai, connecting the 

global market with local medical distributers. Two more shipments are expected, all containing 

supplies such as gloves, gowns, goggles, masks and hand sanitizer. Supplies will first be provided to 

medical distributors in areas of greatest need. The remainder will be infused into the broader U.S. 

supply chain with prioritization given to hospitals, health care facilities, and nursing homes.  

 

All three of CRAA’s airports—Rickenbacker International, John Glenn Columbus International and 

Bolton Field—remain open and operational as essential businesses.  

 

 

About Rickenbacker 

Rickenbacker International Airport supports the world’s largest aircraft, yet it offers a wide range of 

scalable services for all aircraft types – including corporate, general aviation, commercial, air freight 

and military. Rickenbacker International Airport is strategically located within a 10-hour drive of 

47% of the U.S. and one-third of the Canadian populations, offering a regional geographic 

advantage. To learn more, visit: rickenbackeradvantage.com 

 

About CRAA  

The highest priority of the Columbus Regional Airport Authority is the health and safety of all who 

travel through and work at its airport facilities. It is CRAA’s intent to help limit the spread of the 

coronavirus (COVID-2019) while keeping airports operational. To learn more about CRAA’s 

response, visit: flycolumbus.com/updates2020 

 

About FEMA 

Under the direction of the White House Coronavirus Task Force, FEMA, HHS and our federal 

partners are working with state, local, tribal and territorial governments to execute a Whole-of-

America response to fight the COVID-19 pandemic and protect the public. To learn more about the 

Supply Chain Stabilization Task Force, visit: fema.gov/fema-supply-chain-task-force-leads-four 

 

 

https://rickenbackeradvantage.com/
https://flycolumbus.com/updates2020
https://www.fema.gov/fema-supply-chain-task-force-leads-four
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