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Breeze Airways takes off at John Glenn International  
 
COLUMBUS, OH – On Friday, July 16, the Columbus Regional Airport Authority (CRAA) celebrated 
Breeze Airways’ inaugural flight from John Glenn Columbus International Airport (CMH) to New Orleans, 
Louisiana. Airport and community officials along with passengers commemorated the occasion with a 
gate party to welcome the new airline to CMH. 
 
“We are delighted that Breeze Airlines selected John Glenn International for their operations,” said 
Joseph R. Nardone, President & CEO, CRAA in a press conference. “This would not be possible without 
the tremendous efforts and partnership of our air service development team, and economic 
development partners including One Columbus and JobsOhio, with support from the JobsOhio Air 
Service Restoration program. My sincere thanks for the wonderful collaboration and partnership as we 
continue working together to connect Ohio with the world.” 
 
The inaugural flight was marked by a ceremonial champagne christening of the aircraft and water 
cannon salute during takeoff. New Orleans is one of five routes served by the airline out of CMH.  
 
“Flights to New Orleans, Tampa, Hartford, Norfolk and Charleston are not only convenient and important 
for people who want to go have fun, it’s also very important to attracting business in Ohio, and to 
keeping business that we already have,” said Mike DeWine, Governor, State of Ohio. “It’s a win for the 
consumers and for all of us who like to travel, but it’s also a win for bringing more business to Ohio.” 
 
“[The governor] challenged JobsOhio to lean into the pandemic with our resources and come up with 
ways we could help the state recover,” said Terry Slaybaugh, VP of Sites and Infrastructure, JobsOhio. 
“This is a big part of the challenge that we took on, being able to land Breeze and bring them to Ohio.” 
 
The airline’s investment represents an estimated $81 million annual economic impact in the Columbus 
region. Business and industry ties to Columbus currently exist for all five destinations, creating new 
economic development possibilities for the region and state. 
 
“Today we are launching service to New Orleans, a few weeks ago we launched service to Tampa, 
followed by Charleston, and next week we’ll launch service to Norfolk and Hartford,” said Trent Porter, 
CFO, Breeze Airways. “And that’s just the beginning, we hope to continue to grow here in Columbus.” 
 
Breeze Airways is the fifth airline start-up launched by aviation entrepreneur David Neeleman, founder 
of JetBlue, Azul, WestJet and Morris Air. The low-cost airline will offer point-to-point flights from 39 
nonstop routes between 16 cities in the Southwest, Midwest, Southeast and Eastern US. Tickets are 
available at FlyBreeze.com. 
 
 
About CRAA  
The Columbus Regional Airport Authority connects Ohio with the world by managing and operating 
passenger-focused John Glenn Columbus International Airport (CMH), cargo-focused Rickenbacker 
International Airport (LCK), and general aviation airport Bolton Field (TZR). To discover how CRAA is 
helping travelers safely return to flying amid the pandemic, visit FlyColumbus.com/beyondready. Follow 
us on Facebook (CMH), Instagram (CMH), Twitter (CMH), Twitter (LCK), LinkedIn (CRAA) and LinkedIn 
(LCK). 
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About Breeze Airways 
Founded by aviation entrepreneur David Neeleman, Breeze Airways is a new low cost airline 
offering point-to-point flights from smaller secondary airports, bypassing hubs for shorter travel times. 
Breeze’s team is a group of aviation experts and fanatics, working day and night to build a ‘Seriously 
Nice’ airline. Breeze’s mission is to make the world of travel simple, affordable and convenient, using 
technology, ingenuity and kindness to improve the travel experience. 
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